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Celebrating the 20th anniversary of Nelson Mandela’s release

“Celebrate Mandela’s freedom and the solidarity that made it possible.”  says ACTSA.
The 20th anniversary of Nelson Mandela’s release after 27 years of imprisonment, on 11th February 2010, is a moment to celebrate both the man and the actions of solidarity that brought about his freedom.
Nelson Mandela today is rightly revered as one of the leading figures of our age. He is an inspirational figure for millions. We recall that Nelson Mandela was not sentenced to death as the prosecution demanded but was released from a sentence of life imprisonment because many thousands of people, in South Africa and around the globe, campaigned relentlessly for his release and that of all South African political prisoners.

We, like millions, salute the qualities and achievements that make Nelson Mandela so special. He inspires hope, personifies dignity and reconciliation and has provided great leadership. We also salute the many thousands who organised, mobilised and agitated for his release and the end of the crime against humanity which was apartheid. The 11th February 1990 was a momentous and joyous day that demonstrated the impact of true global solidarity; a day many had waited a lifetime for. Nelson Mandela was jailed for his beliefs and activities. It is these beliefs and actions which continue to inspire us today.
Today everyone seems to love Nelson Mandela and have always been against apartheid. This is a cause of celebration, but the reality was that a number of people opposed his beliefs and actions and did not support the campaign for his and others release.   Despite this opposition, the movement for his release and for an end to apartheid grew in strength and became unstoppable.
Today we celebrate his release, his life and his work so far as well as people-power, the solidarity that helped make it possible.

Nelson Mandela has now retired from public life but his challenge to us all is to be active, to campaign as vigorously now against poverty, gross inequality and HIV/AIDS as people once did for his freedom.
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1. ACTSA is the successor organisation to the Anti Apartheid Movement.
The Anti Apartheid Movement organised the concert at Wembley Stadium on 11th June 1988, billed as a birthday tribute to Nelson Mandela for his 70th birthday but known throughout the world as the Free Nelson Mandela concert.

2. On the 11th June 1988 25 marchers set out from Glasgow to march 590 miles to London to demand the release of Nelson Mandela and all South African political prisoners. The marchers were greeted in Hyde Park, London on 17th July by a rally of 250,000 people.
3. In 2009 ACTSA celebrated the 50th anniversary of the founding of the Anti Apartheid Movement.

4. The ACTSA website has messages from key anti apartheid activists on the release of Nelson Mandela and why he inspires us today, including from Trevor Phillips, Neil and Glenys Kinnock and David Steel. www.actsa.org
5. ACTSA has produced a background paper on South Africa Today, looking at what has changed in South Africa since Mandela’s release 20 years ago. It is available at www.actsa.org
