SADC Leaders Suspend Madagascar
01.04.2009
Leaders of the Southern African Development Community (SADC) announced the suspension of Madagascar from their organization's institutions and called on its new president, Andry Rajoelina, to step down at a summit held in Swaziland on 30th March. The southern African leaders said they are suspending Madagascar for what they call an unconstitutional change of government.
Marc Ravalomanana resigned under pressure in March and the military handed power to opposition leader Andry Rajoelina who was then installed as head of a transitional authority.
The SADC decision reaffirmed the African Union position to suspend Madagascar for an unconstitutional take-over of power.

The Summit also reviewed support for the economic recovery plan drafted by Zimbabwe’s government of national unity. SADC has not yet made any specific commitments other than agreeing to press the IMF and the World Bank to extend loans while urging western countries to end sanctions. Read the full SADC communiqué here.
COSATU have released a statement on the SADC summit highlighting the “inconsistencies, hypocrisy and double standards” in SADC and calling for the removal of King Mswati III of Swaziland as chair of the SADC Troika on Politics, Defence and Security. The statement also recommends cautious engagement with the government of Zimbabwe. Read the full statement here.
