ANC wins decisive victory in South Africa’s fourth democratic elections
The official results for South Africa’s parliamentary election give the ANC a decisive majority of 65.9%, winning just under two thirds of the parliamentary seats. The results were released by the Independent Electoral Commission on Saturday the 25th April, just two days before the anniversary of the country’s first free elections in 1994. Jacob Zuma, who is due to be sworn in as president on 9th May, said: "The electorate has endorsed our call for an equitable, sustainable and inclusive growth path that will bring decent work and sustainable livelihoods." Zuma also said that South Africa will continue with its efforts to find lasting solutions for political stability in neighbouring Zimbabwe.
The Congress of South African Trade Unions said that the ANC should use their victory to do more to address inequality in South Africa. A statement from COSATU marking the anniversary of the 1994 elections said: “Our priority now is to make sure that the ANC’s commitments in its progressive elections manifesto are driven forward and turned into a programme of action. We must take vigorous action to protect workers from the impact of the global economic crisis, create new, decent jobs, transform the lives of the poor majority of South Africans and ensure that we all share in the fruits of our labour.”
The Democratic Alliance (DA) emerged from the elections as the main opposition party, winning 16.7% of the vote and securing control of the Western Cape Province for the first time. The Congress of the People (COPE), considered an ANC breakaway party, won 7.4% of the vote and overtook the DA as the main opposition party in five provinces. See a breakdown of election results by province.
Total number of votes per party:
ANC: 11,650,748 (65.90 percent)
DA: 2,945,829 (16.66 percent)
COPE: 1,311,027 (7.42 percent)
IFP: 804,260 (4.55 percent)
ID: 162,915 (0.92 percent)
OTHER: 805,950 (4.56 percent)
Parliamentary seat allocation:
ANC 264
DA 67
COPE 30
IFP 18
ID 4
UDM 4
VF PLUS 4
ACDP 3
UCDP 2
PAC 1
APC 1
AZAPO 1
MF 1
Election statistics:
Total valid votes counted: 17,680,729
Number of registered voters: 23.18 million
Voter turnout: 77.3 percent
