Swaziland police abduct student leaders
Friday, 12th February, 2010 
State security forces in Swaziland abducted four student leaders on 10th February. The students were involved in a demonstration in Manzini, part of the ongoing protests and class boycotts which have led to the temporary closure of the country’s university and five tertiary education institutions.

According to the Swaziland National Union of Students, the whereabouts of the student leaders is still unknown, except for one student who was found in Sidvokodvo, on the outskirts of Manzini, where he was dumped by his abductors.

One student, who was taking photographs of police brutality during the demonstration, has been charged under the country’s repressive Suppression of Terrorism Act after police discovered he was carrying a Swaziland Youth Congress membership card. 

The student led activities, known as the January movement, aim to mobilise all students and the country behind their calls for access to quality education for all and democracy for Swaziland. 

Students’ and trade unions across southern Africa have spoken out against the police brutality towards the students. The Congress of South African Trade Unions condemned the kidnappings, whilst the Zimbabwe National Union of Students said “We salute the resilience of the SNUS students who have remained steadfast in their struggle amidst harassment from state agents.”  
ACTSA has launched an urgent e-action on the abductions. Send an email to the Swaziland High Commission 
