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One Month in Zimbabwe 
On the 22nd June, 5 days before the run off, the MDC decided that its leader, Morgan 
Tsvangirai, was pulling out of the presidential election run off. The party cited 
violence against their supporters as their reason for withdrawing.  
 
June in Zimbabwe witnessed a dramatic increase in violence against those deemed 
as  MDC supporters, perpetrated by state sponsored or at least tolerated milita, the 
military, police and Zanu PF supporters.  
 
Both Robert Mugabe and Morgan Tsvangirai had planned to spend much of the 
month campaigning. However, many MDC rallies were banned by the police and 
Morgan Tsvangirai, was arrested on a number of occasions as he toured the country. 
MDC Secretary General Tendai Biti was arrested and charged with treason but 
eventually bailed 
 
The numbers of local poll observers were reduced, with the Zimbabwe Electoral 
Support Network being restricted to 500 observers to monitor the 9,000 polling 
stations. 500 observers from a various African organisations also monitored the 
election.  
 
The government was accused of threatening to withhold food from areas that voted 
for the opposition after it temporarily banned aid agencies from distributing food aid in 
the country. The UN predicts that some five million people - almost half of the 
population - will need food aid by early next year, so this is a huge threat. 
 
Throughout the month there has been an increase in the number of SADC leaders 
and civil society speaking out against the Mugabe regime.   
 

 
Facts: 
·  Independent doctors involved in treating victims have confirmed that a total of 85 

people have been killed in the last 11 weeks.  
·  The World Food Program has noted that the prohibition on aid operations would 

prevent “314,000 of the most vulnerable people in the country" from receiving 
food this month. 

·  Sokwanele, a non-governmental organisation has compiled details of more than 
1,300 political attacks ranging from the wanton destruction of property to vicious 
murders.  

·  Mugabe has been stripped of his knighthood, by the UK Foreign Office. Mugabe 
was created an honorary Knight Commander of the Order of the Bath in 1994.  

·  Foreign ministers from the Group of Eight (G8) industrialised meeting in Japan 
said they would not recognise the outcome of the election.  

·  According to the Central Statistical Offices (CSO) inflation in Zimbabwe rose by 
7,336,000 percentage points to 9,030,000% by June 20 and is set to end the 
month at well above 10,500,000%. Inflation for May stood at 1,694,000%. 
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Life for a Trade Unionist 

 
 
Hundreds of trade union activists, Zimbabweans, and members of the UK public 
attended a demonstration outside the Zimbabwe Embassy, London on 23rd of June, 
organised by TUC and ACTSA. It called on the Zimbabwean Government to drop all 
charges against Lovemore and Wellington, for and end to violence and for free and 
fair elections. The demonstration took place following the announcement by 
Tsvangirai, leader of the MDC, to withdraw from the presidential election run off. 
 
The Zimbabwean reported that Zanu PF supporters and War Veterans on the 9th 
June, stormed Gokwe offices belonging to the Progressive Teachers’ Union of 
Zimbabwe (PTUZ), an affiliate of the ZCTU, and ordered that the union cease 
business. The war veterans were numbered at around 15, and were said to have 
ransacked the office prior to locking it. According to PTUZ general secretary, 
Raymond Majongwe, beatings started on the 6th June when one of their members, 
was abucted at Gokwe Centre and held captive for more than nine hours. The ZCTU 
believes that PTUZ is being targeted in the current wave of violence because the 
ruling party, Zanu PF lost in Gokwe during the last harmonised elections and many 
teachers were presiding officers at polling stations in those elections. 
 
Zimbabwe came under heavy criticism from the International Labour Organisation 
(ILO) Committee on the Application of Standards at the International Labour 
Conference that took place from the 28th May-13th June.  The Committee expressed 
deep concern at the surge in trade union and human rights violations, including the 
recent arrests of ZCTU leaders, and the regime's "massive violence against 
teachers". It also called on the government to immediately halt all arrests, detentions, 
threats and harassment of trade union leaders and their members, to drop all 
charges against them and to provide them with compensation. 

On the 10th June, International Transport Workers' Federation general secretary 
David Cockcroft confirmed the Chinese ship that was planning to deliver a shipment 
of arms to the Zimbabwean government is nearly back in China. The ITF dockers' 
union refused to unload the ship and the ITF unions in South Africa, Mozambique, 
Angola and Namibia made it clear that the ship’s cargo wasn’t welcome anywhere in 
Africa.  

Life for Civil Society: 
 
Students 
Seven Bulawayo Polytechnic students have been suspended and re-arrested 
following protests over the state of education in the country and poor living conditions 
on campus as the institution has gone for two weeks without water. According to 
suspension letters signed by the college Principal, Themba Petros Ndlovu, the seven 
- all members of the college's Students' Representative Council - are being accused 

Lovemore Matombo, President of Zimbabwe 
Congress of Trade Unions (ZCTU) and 
Wellington Chibebe, General Secretary of 
ZCTU were due to appear in court on 23rd 
June charged with spreading falsehoods 
prejudicial to the state in speeches they made 
on May 1st.  The trial was deferred to 30th July. 



 

of masterminding the protests and will remain suspended until June 25th when their 
case is expected to be heard.  
 
The students’ union, Zinasu, adopted a resolution at a general council meeting on 
17th June reaffirming support for Morgan Tsvangirai. The meeting also called on pro-
democracy institutions "to combine efforts" in campaigning ahead of the election. 
Aside from actively supporting Tsvangirai, the union has been mobilising other youth 
organisations to back his candidature, and launched a campaign against voter 
apathy. 
 
Armed teams of police raided the Ecumenical Centre, a religious complex that 
houses the offices of the Student Christian Movement of Zimbabwe (SCMZ) 
alongside a number of similar organisations. Police arrested some of the employees, 
ransacked the offices and confiscated machinery. The arrested officials were all 
SCMZ members. The SCMZ released a statement on Tuesday 10th June that said 
they see the raid and arrests ‘as a move to incapacitate the movement since it has 
been fully geared towards sensitising Christian students and youth on their rights and 
responsibilities in the face of a break or make presidential runoff’.  
 
Women 

  

Hundreds of women converged on a stadium on the outskirts of Harare on Saturday 
31st May to pray for peace ahead of the country's tense presidential run-off amid 
mounting political violence. The prayer service was organised by a group called the 
Zimbabwe Women's National Prayer Task Force, which is seen as politically neutral.  

Religious Groups 
The African Christian Democratic Party (ACDP), said that the United Nations should 
put Zimbabwe President Mugabe and his officials on trial in the International Criminal 
Court for crimes against humanity. Party leader Reverend Kenneth Meshoe said this 
was in view of the apparent state-sponsored murder and torture of members of the 
Movement for Democratic Change (MDC) and the public in Zimbabwe. 
 
After returning from a secret mission to Zimbabwe, Massachusetts Episcopal Bishop 
M. Thomas Shaw reported that Anglican worshipers in Zimbabwe are routinely being 
arrested and beaten, churches are being padlocked by police, diocesan bank 
accounts had been frozen, and clergy vehicles are being seized. He said he 
interviewed 49 priests as well as laypeople, human rights lawyers and US Embassy 
staff who described a worsening situation in Zimbabwe.  
 
 
Increased Violent Oppression 
The US ambassador in Harare on the 6th of June accused government officials of 
blackmailing opposition supporters, by denying them food unless they surrendered 
their national identity card and thus gave up their right to vote. But whereas in 

Thirteen members of Women of Zimbabwe 
Arise (WOZA) were detained on a march 
against violence. They have been denied 
bail and are being held in the Chikurubi 
maximum security prison on the outskirts 
of the capital. They were arrested on May 
28th during the demonstration in Harare, 
they were marching to the Zambian 
embassy to deliver a petition over poll-
related violence when they were arrested.  
 



 

previous clampdowns, food was only given to those whose names appeared on lists 
drawn up by the ruling Zanu PF party, now he asserts the regime is trying to entice 
supporters from the opposition Movement for Democratic Change (MDC) to the 
distributions, so it can then eliminate them from the electoral roll. 

Zimbabwe’s President Robert Mugabe vowed to "go to war" to prevent the Movement 
for Democratic Change taking power. With 13 days to go to the runoff poll, Mugabe 
insisted that he would not countenance defeat. "We are prepared to fight for our 
country and to go to war for it," he told a rally of cheering supporters.  

On the 18th June, the UK government asserted that 30,000 people have been 
displaced during the runoff campaigns. Mr Mugabe’s military-backed party has been 
carrying out a campaign of violence aimed at wiping out the opposition vote. Andrew 
Makoni a prominent Zimbabwean human rights lawyer, who says he has seen four of 
his clients murdered in two weeks, fled to South Africa after receiving credible 
information about a plan by Zimbabwean security officials to kill him. Mrs Chipiro, 45, 
a former pre-school teacher, wife of Patson Chipiro was the second wife of a junior 
official of the MDC burnt alive by Zanu PF militiamen. These attacks widened when 
the wife and son of the mayor of Harare were abducted. The boy was released a few 
hours later, but Mrs Chiroto’s body was found several days later. She had been 
murdered. Her husband was advised it would not be safe for him to attend her 
funeral. 
 
Life for the Media: 
Zimbabwe imposed an import duty on the foreign press following concerns by 
President Robert Mugabe's government over "hostile foreign newspapers coming 
into Zimbabwe," state media said on Saturday 7th June. "Foreign newspapers sold in 
Zimbabwe will now have to pay import duty as the government moves to protect the 
Zimbabwean media space," the government mouthpiece the Herald newspaper said. 
Foreign publications are now classed as luxury goods and will attract an import duty 
of 40% of the total cost per kilogram. 
 
Authorities in Zimbabwe have banned wind-up receivers, a favourite among non-
governmental organisations seeking to promote access to information in rural areas. 
Their presence has often spawned listening clubs accused of tuning in on "illegal" 
foreign news bulletins broadcast through shortwave or AM. Along with satellite 
dishes, ownership of a wind-up radio is enough to land villagers in trouble. “It has 
become a subversive tool," says Rob Jamieson, chairperson of the Southern Africa 
Editors’ Forum.  
 
Zimbabwe's public broadcaster ZBC said it will no longer carry campaign adverts 
from the opposition party ahead of the presidential election. The Movement for 
Democratic Change said it would appeal against the decision. Justice Minister 
Patrick Chinamasa defended the move saying international coverage favoured the 
MDC and never reported the ruling Zanu PF's position. 
 
 
The Election Run Off: 
Documents obtained by the BBC present that the Zimbabwean military was actively 
involved in running the re-election campaign for Robert Mugabe. The papers outline 
plans by Zanu PF to drive out opposition supporters, especially from rural areas. The 
documents suggest that the Joint Operations Command (JOC), actively helped to 
conduct the president's campaign, running logistics and operations. Another 
document lays out the party's tactics, including the use of scarce food supplies as a 



 

political weapon. It also talks about giving the war veterans, a "leading role in Zanu 
PF campaigns".  

Tendai Biti, the deputy leader of the Movement for Democratic Change (MDC), was 
arrested on the 13th June. This along with the repeated detention of the opposition 
leader Morgan Tsvangirai has been protested by many countries including Botswana. 
Tendai Biti was later charged in court with subversion and election rigging - offences 
that could carry the death penalty on conviction. Prosecutor Florence Ziyambi read a 
list of four charges out in court, including "subverting a constitutional government as 
defined in the criminal law." Prosecutors have opposed bail for Biti, since "the 
accused is facing serious offences which attract capital punishment," court papers 
show. The High Court freed MDC secretary-general Tendai Biti on $1 trillion bail. 

40 prominent African personalities signed an open letter calling for an end to the 
current political violence in Zimbabwe, and for a free and fair second round in the 
presidential election. The letter was published as a full page advertisement in several 
publications including the "Financial Times" of London and "Business Day" of South 
Africa. The signatories call, not only for an immediate end to violence, but for the 
restoration of "full access for humanitarian aid agencies", and for "an adequate 
number of independent electoral observers, both during the election process and to 
verify the results".  ACTSA also supported this statment 
 
On the 22nd June Zimbabwe's opposition leader Morgan Tsvangirai pulled out of the 
presidential run-off. The decision came in response to the ongoing violence in the 
nation and after opposition supporters heading to a rally in Harare came under 
attack. 
 
The Zimbabwe Electoral Commission reported that Mugabe was victorious, receiving 
2.1 million votes to 233,000 for Morgan Tsvangirai. 85% on a turnout of 43%.  Many 
think the turnout was lower than this.  Mugabe was sworn in as President before the 
results were officially announcedl approx 36 hours after the polls closed. It took the 
ZEC nearly a month to declare the result of the presidential election held on 29 
March 

 
Zambian President Levy Mwanawasa, current chair of Southern African Development 
Community (SADC), said "it's scandalous for SADC to remain silent on Zimbabwe". 
He added that conditions in Zimbabwe had violated SADC's principles on elections. 
The president noted that "free campaigns have not been allowed, and the opposition 
have been denied access to the media. These are all in contravention of the SADC 
principles". 

On the 25th June former South African President Nelson Mandela expressed concern 
over the election crisis in Zimbabwe and criticised the country's leadership. In a 
speech at a dinner in London, he said there was a "tragic failure of leadership" in 
Zimbabwe.  

The Southern African Development Community (SADC) observer team said the run-
off presidential election did not reflect the will of the people and that pre-vote 
conditions impinged on its credibility. They said the process leading up to the vote did 
not conform to regional principles and guidelines governing democratic elections. 
The observers from the Pan-African Parliament, another of the few monitoring groups 
in Zimbabwe for the vote also condemned the poll asserting that “these elections 
were not free and fair."  


