Mandela at 90

How to create a giant flag of pledges for Mandela at 90

Nelson Mandela at 90: South African Flag Pack



Introduction

This pack is designed to help you create a visual stunt to celebrate
Mandela at 90. Participants each receive a piece of coloured paper,
on which they can write a pledge for justice, rights and development
for southern Africa. Each person will then stand in a predetermined
order, holding their coloured paper over their head and create a
giant South African flag of pledges for Mandela at 90.

The activity is aimed at large groups and you'll need 130
participants and a few organisers to make it successful. The activity
should be ideal for schools as an introduction to any work on South
Africa or for any other group as an opportunity to mark Nelson
Mandela’s birthday in a novel and interesting way.

Materials
To make it work you'll need the following:

20 sheets of white A3 paper

8 sheets of yellow A3 paper

12 sheets of black A3 paper

24 sheets of red paper

24 sheets of blue paper

42 sheets of green paper

Total: 130 sheets

Plenty of thick black marker pens and a few white chalks

A print out of the attached excel sheet on to sticky labels — each
sticker will let the participant know where they need to stand
and what colour paper they need.

A large open area which can be photographed from above
Two lengths of rope at least 8m and 6m

Someone to take pictures
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Instructions

1. Lay out your rope to form a right angle, marking out where
you would like the top and left hand sides of your flag to be

2. Put out your pens, chalks and piles of paper where they can
be picked up by participants, one white pile, one yellow pile,
etc.

3. Give each participant one of the pre printed stickers and tell
them to collect the appropriate coloured piece of paper from
the piles along with a marker pen (their label will tell them
what coloured paper to pick up). To print your stickers you
will need to open the excel file, available to download with
this pack and use the mail merge facility in tools to create
your labels.

4. Once your participants have picked up their paper and pens,
ask them to write their personal pledge for Mandela at 90 on
their sheet, in big, bold writing. The type of pledge will
depend on your participants. It could be a pledge for
development, a pledge on HIV and AIDS, a pledge to form a
link with southern Africa or a pledge to join ACTSA. Give
them a few examples for inspiration.

5. Once all your pledges are written, you'll need to get people
to stand in order, one line at a time. Start with line one,
getting people to stand in alphabetical order (each person
will have a number and a letter on their sticker).

6. Once line one is place, ask the other lines to move into
position, one at a time, until you have all 130 participants in
place, as in the diagram below.

7. You may have to do a little shuffling about at this stage to
make sure your participants are standing evenly.

8. Finally get your photographer in position and ask the
participants to hold their pledges above their heads, creating
your giant collage of the South African flag.

If you can't find 130 participants, you can remove column M, but
don’t remove too many columns as you're flag will rapidly
disappear!



The Flag
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